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Maggi Hambling refuses to be categorized by her sexual orientation. Rather, she strives to live in the moment,
responding to what’s happening in life. During an interview at her studio in Suffolk, England, she talks about the queer art scene in
London’s “Swinging Sixties,” her encounter with Francis Bacon, and her life-long fascination with Oscar Wilde and sea waves.
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Hambling belongs to a generation of young, gay artists during the queer art scene
of 1980s London, along with her contemporaries such as filmmaker Derek Jarman.
“He made me promise when everyone was saying gay, always say queer. It used
to be much more aggressive word than it is now,” she said. "Queer,” meaning
strange, was used to pejoratively refer to homosexuals since the 19th century. Since
the 1980s, the term was reclaimed by gay rights activists like Jarman to represent
liberation from repressed homosexuality. The term “queer” has now become
associated with chic style in arts, but she doesn't like the idea of categorizing artists
based on their sexual differences, or putting a label on them. “Art has been always
lucky in that department. Artists have always done what they want to do regardless
of any constraints or convention or any of that stuff,” she said. “You know the thing
Picasso said: 'We are all partly male, partly female, you have to bring the whole
thing together to make a work of art.” | mean, it's only art that matters.”
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Ways to remember loved ones

“My mother was the first person | drew in the coffin. And she had been quite ill at the
end of her life and all the pain had gone out of her face. She looked sort of serene.
My father looked quite serene as well. Henrietta looked furious, absolutely furious,”
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‘ Discovering sexual identity

works, unfolds idyllic landscapes that are reminiscent of the English countryside
paintings by David Hockney. Hambling, 72, is one of the foremost artists
representing the British art scene today. The beautiful village on the east coast of
England is where the artist was born and raised. The hay barn-turned-art studio,
where the interview took place, sat comfortably in the back of her beautifully large
garden. When she first opened the studio door, the sun shined through into a
rather modern, white-cubed space displaying her latest paintings of the sea. She
then lit her first cigarette and went on to smoke another four or five throughout the
interview. “Since the moment | had oil paint on my hand, | had a cigarette,” said
Hambling, adding that she started smoking when she was 14 after being told by her
art teacher that cigarettes help repel insects from oil paintings.
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Interview

Hambling said she was fortunate to have spent her school years in a liberal
environment, where smoking and homosexuality were not so taboo. Her progressive
upbringing braved her to venture discovering her sexual identity. When she began
as a student of Camberwell School of Arts in London at the age of 19, she decided
to conduct a social experiment to test her sexuality. She decided she would meet
four different partners - an older male, a younger male, a black man, and a
female. "l decided | prefer a lady. | tried everything to see,” Hambling said. “It was
a shopping list that | had to get through to find what | like. It's very sensible, isn't
it?" She continued on to spend the culturally vibrant “Swinging Sixties” in London
as an art student. The mid-to-late 1960s ushered in a youth-driven cultural boom
symbolized by sexual liberation, anti-nuclear campaigns, and a culture of free-
spirited experimentalism. She referred to the art world at that time period as being
characterized by “parties, Francis Bacon, and David Hockney.” Hambling had a
personal encounter with Bacon at an art studio in Ipswich, Suffolk that belonged to
her teacher Arthur Lett-Haines. Bacon happened to visit the place where Hambling
was showcasing her painting depicting a drag queen. “He stood in front of it and talked
to me about it. But | can't remember what he said and | was too shy to speak. And
I didn’t say anything. He went downstairs and asked, ‘Is that girl deaf and dumb?™”
Bacon and Hambling also shared a muse in Henrietta Moraes, dubbed “Queen of
Soho.” The model and a friend of Bacon later became Hambling's lover.
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she said. Many viewers have found her portraits odd or surprising, but Hambling
thought it was a privilege for her to grieve someone who was close to her in her
own unigue way, just like musicians compose music and poets make poetry for the
passing of loved ones. The process helps her cope with the pain and emptiness that
follows death, she said. Apart from her close friends and family, Hambling made a
commemorative sculpture for playwright Oscar Wilde, who, she said, had a great
impact on her life. She was gripped by his stories since she was as young as seven
years old. Some forty decades later, she created the sculpture of Wilde and named
it, "A Conversation with Oscar Wilde,” hoping passersby would sit on it and converse
with one of the greatest writers in English literature. When asked what she would
say to him if he ever came back to life, she responded: “l would keep quiet because
he is one of the best conversationalists ever been. | would let him talk.”
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‘Cycle of life”
Now that she is growing older, Hambling says she prefers to listen rather than
talk. "When | was a toddler, three or four, | used to walk into the sea and talk to
the sea as if it was my friend. Now, a little bit older, | listen,” she said. Since 2002,
she has been painting expressive sea canvases, inspired by the seaside scenes she
has been observing since childhood. She likens the sea waves to “a cycle of life.”
“It's terrifying, but beautiful. This sort of return of waves crashing down, going up
against, returning again,” she said. Her paintings of the sea has led her to create
a new painting depicting melting icecaps that addresses current environmental
concerns. Her latest paintings, showcased in March at Marlborough Fine Art gallery
in London, explored global issues such as the global refugee crisis and conflicts -
a rather political shift from her previous studies depicting personal subjects. When
asked what prompted her to shift her subject focus, Hambling said, “I think an artist
has to respond to what happens in life.” So, what artistic subjects are intriguing her
at this moment? She hesitated to give details, saying it's a bad luck to talk about
what she’s been working on. She did, however, mention there are people who ask
her what is she going to paint in the six months and exclaimed: “I don’t know! I'm
not a fortuneteller.” Living in the moment may be what keeps Hambling sharp and
passionate to this day. by Wooyoung Lee (art writer)
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Exhibition

‘Untitled'(2016), acrylic medium with charcoal on canvas, 162x130cm
courtesy of the artist and Wooson Gallery,
Photo by Park Myung—Rae

‘Untitled(2008), acrylic medium with charcoal on canvas, 130x97cm,
courtesy of the artist and Wooson Gallery
Photo by Park Myung—Rae

‘Untitled'(2014), paper, ballpoint pen, pencil, 81x700x1cm, courtesy of the artist and Arario Gallery, image provided by Arario Gallery
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‘Conjunction 85-23(1985), oil on hemp cloth, 194x260cm, courtesy of the artist and Kukje Gallery, image provided by Kukje Gallery
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Exhibition

‘Conjunction 94-641(1994), oil on hemp cloth, 80x100cm, courtesy of the artist and Kukje Gallery, image provided by Kukje Gallery
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‘Dialogue’(2016~2017), oil on canvas, 227x182cm, courtesy of the artist and Gana Art, image provided by Seoul Auction
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Rick Owens

In Venice
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Even for a well-traveled journalist, it is no usual thing to meet the same person as an
interviewee three times, and that in three different cities on the planet. First it was Paris,
and then Seoul, and recently, Venice. Here’s a conversation with Rick Owens, one of the most
famous names in today’s high-end fashion industry, at his ‘Owens-esque” apartment

on Venice’s Lido island, an annual host of the Venice Film Festival.
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Venice, arguably the most uniquely beautiful place in
the world, also known as “The Queen of the Adriatic,”
has a myriad of charms, including the somewhat
contrasting beauties of its vicinity. The Lido (Lido di
Venezia), a small, skinny island between the Adriatic
and the Venetian lagoon, is one good example. Unlike
the labyrinth-like narrow crowded streets on the
mainland of Venice, there are roads that are wide
enough to drive through and obviously more quiet,
spacious attractions to visit.
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And, most of all, there are sandy beaches! No wonder
Rick Owens chose the Lido for his summer house.
Yes, after all, he is from California although he has
lived and worked in Europe since he moved to Paris
in 2003. And he did look like a beach lover from a
distance when | was approaching toward his newly
adorned apartment on the Lido: a tall and well-toned
man standing and waiting on a street, totally barefoot
with his long black hair flowing in the summer breeze.
Of course, he had on his usual black outfit.
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Rick's summer ‘nest’ is situated on the top floor of
a modest-looking five-storey building (he also uses
the downstairs space for work). "This apartment
was built in 1957. It's my second summer here. We
did all the construction last fall,” he says. But even
before moving in he spent his summers on the Lido,
for five or six years. And he always stayed at Hotel
Excelsior, which is only a ten-minute walk away from
his apartment. "l always loved staying at the Excelsior.
Its Moorish architecture is so bizarre and theatrical.
| also liked the Lido Casino, the rationalist building
built in the 1930s. So | was really lucky to be able to
get all of this space in Venice, especially right on the
seaside.”

0| 22 2200t W2 Hi2tAR Qh iskKHFEESI0| 0l=2/0t 5t 5f
£H0| =2401| OISR ALY, 0ER0lM ELit= 10| L2 0 Thedt
A ZORICE, OFIDICH shEHol| 71 AN |R=0]| S2 el ANE St &
ofl 01t &S E2! F X=ol= I X2[6H0F & ¢S st
SHEHOIME ZOIME RS 0| =L, HICE ARIS SOTA Zo|C
OZ A RA] K= ZE5lM OFRS Z0MHR. 0| 2Fg2io| E=
WHER. T2 A2t LA vl JiE| ZA7IK| 5~1020]
HL > UZ, B2 3H ASERI RIS L7k= Al =20 =L

=R
HH

4 ek

»

His Space

AREl Jon Jay

He is right. As he took me to the rooftop terrace, the
stunning blue Adriatic Sea and a beautiful beach
unfolded before my eyes. He says his daily routine
is pretty simple: go to the beach every day in the
morning, have lunch at his favorite Excelsior, take a
nap, and get the stuff he needs to work on done in
the evening. And he reads a lot both by the sea and at
home while “listening to the sound of the sea.” Perfect
for relaxation! “What | like about here is that it's quiet.
There’s really no tourists around here. But the city and
the Venice Biennale are just five-to-ten minutes away.
Sometimes, it is good to be connected to that kind of
energy.”
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The interior style of his space on the fifth floor
where he sleeps, reads and works out is also quite
simple. Except for a minimalistic bed, a long table
filled with books, and some fitness equipment,
there is nothing much decorative. “Our house
in Paris is more of my wife's style, more gypsy,
whereas it's more empty and cold here. It's totally
me,” he explains. Still, there sure is a selection
of '‘Owens-esque’ furniture and artwork. Several
Italian futurist heads, a set of black-leather chairs
with a distinctive style of a narrow upper back, and
a monochrome painting. "I like Italian futurists from
the early 20th century and | thought they would be
appropriate in this space. The chairs are pieces
designed by Eliel Saarinen, a legendary Finnish
designer and father of Eero Saarinen, my favorite
architect.”
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Even though he spends about four months in Venice,
it seems there’s no such thing as "the ennui of
summer.” In fact, he was quite busy preparing for his
very first retrospective in Milan on December 15 as
well as his new seasonal collection. Interestingly, La
Triennale di Milano, the venue for his exhibition, is an
iconic architectural work from the 1930s as well. “Well,
this fall will be really busy. So | am really enjoying quiet
time now,” he smiles. by Seong Yeon Ko
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An exhibition is a space in which works of art or objects meet an audience. A scenographer’s principal role is to ensure that these components
are flawlessly assembled in an exhibition, shedding light on the lineup of artistic creations while embracing innovation and a creative spark.
Let us invite you to indulge in the world of scenography with Robert Carsen, a Canadian artistic director, who frequently crosses the boundary
between stage direction and exhibition design.
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Opera stage meets exhibitions

Scenography is a compound formed by blending the
two words, “scene” and “graphic.” Although this notion
may seem unfamiliar to some extent, the encounter
between the performing and visual arts have long
been present throughout history. More recently, Olafur
Eliasson, a world-renowned artist, created visual
scenes for {Tree of Codes), a performance by dancers
of the Paris Opera Ballet, choreographed by Wayne
McGregor's studio. On the other side of the globe,
the LACMA features an exhibition embellished with
Chagall's vibrant costumes and monumental sets for

Art Talk

ballet and opera, delivering ‘Fantasies for the Stage’
until January 2018. For the {Volez, Voguez, Voyagez -
Louis Vuitton(VWV]) exhibition that arrived in Seoul last
summer, Robert Carsen transformed the exhibition
venue, Dongdaemun Design Plaza[DDP), into a stage
set for ‘Around the World in 80 Days." It is no surprise
that an internationally-acclaimed director of opera
who led over 100 performances at the world’s most
prominent theaters was behind the scenes, imbuing his
waorks with delicacy and elegance.
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Bridges Scenes and Audiences,

from Operas to Exhibitions

Carsen started his career as a scenographer about a
decade ago. “In 2008, | was asked to design the exhibition
{(Marie Antoinette) at the Grand Palais, and it was the

ollc|Ef ZMH(editor SY Ko) ARX! KIS 20| HIS

beginning of all this,” said Carsen. At first, he turned down
the offer, considering that the task was beyond the scope
of his expertise. It was the former French Minister of
Culture who persuaded him to take the position, making
him embark on a new journey of pursuing a ‘two-track’
career. He garnered an enthusiastic response from the
audience for his scenography for the {L'Impressionisme
et la Mode) exhibition at the Musée d'Orsay in 2013,
following the (Bohémes) exhibition at the Grand Palais in
2012. LVMH Chairman Bernard Arnault, who was deeply
inspired after visiting the exhibition at the Musée d'Orsay,
commissioned him to oversee the scenography for the
VW exhibition.
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Sharing Different but Similar Aspirations
He was intrigued and fascinated by the fact that an
exhibition allows visitors to approach artworks in multiple
ways, unlike a stage performance, in which the audience
is fixed opposite the stage. “Because we do not know what
path they would take and how they will experience the
exhibition, we must ensure that the objects look beautiful
from all sides. Finding the best answer to this was
definitely the hardest part of my job,” he said.

Nevertheless, how he communicates with the audience
at a stage performance resembles the way he makes
visitors feel connected to an exhibition space. “Each object
is different from the other, yet one common aspect is that
all the objects are telling stories. | wanted to make sure
the visitors could see the objects in a new light,” he added.
A common characteristic of the exhibitions designed
by Carsen is the rhythmical variations that occur with
dramatic scene changes. Similarly, each scene from the
VWV exhibition made an impression on visitors, just like
the arias or duets taking the opera stage, ready to charm
the spectators one after another. The Music Room, a
gorgeous modern composition created by Carsen, marks
the grand finale of the WV exhibition.
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Retracing a Great Journey through

an Exhibition

The VWV exhibition has been a profound experience for
Carsen. “l intended to turn this exhibition into a great
journey,” Carsen said. He focused on delivering the
curator's message, while meticulously executing the
theme of ‘Invention of Travel,” by including a sand dune
and a life-size sail alongside other surprises. The deck
was designed to be slightly angled to give an impression
that it was actually sailing, reflecting his attention to detail.
“I personally do not like it when it is easy to predict what
will happen next. Even in an exhibition space, it is hard
for me to get focused when the next section comes into
view,” he added. He claimed to have enjoyed an artistic
freedom spurred by the immense scale of the DDP, which
led visitors to easily lose their sense of direction while
exploring the exhibition halls one by one.

Following the opening of the VWV exhibition at the former
American Stock Exchange building in New York last
October, he will return to his field of stage direction
with the forthcoming production of Shakespeare's {The
Tempest), set to premiere in December at the Comédie-
Francaise. However, whatever project he leads, his goal
remains fundamentally the same: to let people know
about the importance of art, allowing them to travel
between the past and the present. “I believe that we attend
a theater show or an art exhibition to reflect on ourselves,
to learn about people.” by D. H. (art writer]
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